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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Based upon the previous master plan concept, RFP submission and clarifications the Discovery 
Center project is proceeding well.  The major milestone include:

• TAMU Ground Lease Approved 09.07.2013.
• TAMU Tenants:  3 Scientific Groups to fill Research Bldg 2

First Level ( 35,265 Gross SF)
• Nano Laboratory (16,000 Net SF)
• MCF Laboratory  (6,000 Net SF)
Second Level  (15,622 SF)
• Chemistry Office/ Lab: (10,000 Net SF)

• Industry Tenants
• TAMU in discussion with three or more to fill the Office Bldg. 1

Interaction Leads to Innovation



















I N T R O D U C T I O N 
O V E R V I E W
T E A M
D E S I G N
D E V E L O P M E N T   S C H E D U L E 
S  U  M  M  A  R  Y
D I A L O G



MASTER PLAN CONCEPT
Based upon the RFP submission on April 21, 2013 the Discovery Center Master Plan the project 
has resubmitted for consideration June 27, 2013 and received TAMU Board of Regents approval 
on Sept 7, 2013.  A summary of the CURRENT development program is as follows:

• TAMU Ground Lease Approved:  12.45 Acres ~ grown from 8- 10 Acres
• TAMU Buildings: 

• Office Building 1 (90,000 SF)
• Research Building 2 (51,000 SF ~ grown from 45,000 SF) 
• Future Research Building 3 (45,000 SF)
• Commons Pavilion (9,500 SF)
• Parking 500 Stalls

Interaction Leads to Innovation



TAMU Discovery Center 
(Design Concept 04.23.2013)





a world-class r + d center…

The Clark Center, Stanford University CalIT2, University of California San Diego



…with creative environment for innovation.

The Salk Institute, La Jolla, CA Van Andel Institute, MichiganCurve, UK



Innovative architecture…

Van Andel Institute, Michigan McLaren Technology Center, Woking, UK



…with flexibility in planning to fosters collaboration…

The Clark Center, Stanford University



…and interaction through quality public spaces.

Center of Clinical Science Research J. David Gladstone Institutes, 
CA

Genomics Institute, La Jolla, CA



Create a place that inspires!

McLaren Technology Center, Woking, UK CalIT2, University of California San Diego

























Lab Planning Case Studies

H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Research Center, Tampa, Florida















Submittal Number (N – 25); Category (single 
family residential)

















SITE DEVELOPMENTC



SITE DEVELOPMENT ISSUES
Based upon the receipt of the final site survey, TAMU utilities master plan, and initial site topo
documentation the site presents the following design issues:

• Water Floodplain Control + Retentions Strategy
• Creek Development and Management
• Water Retention Strategy
• Design Feature for Commons Pavilion Area

• Building Location and Configuration
• Structural Design for Foundations:  Buildings and Parking Deck
• Geotechnical Soils TBD
• Site Landscape Clearing and Preservation Mature Trees

Interaction Leads to Innovation



View looking East on Univ Drive



View looking Northwest on Univ Drive
at Discovery Drive



View looking West on Univ Drive



View looking West on Univ Drive



View looking East on Univ Drive



SITE
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Adjacent Kalon Biotheraphutic
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PROPOSED SITE BOUNDRY



FINAL SITE BOUNDRY



UTILITY INFRASTRUCTURE



PRELIMINARY TOPOGRAPHY PLAN



SITE ANALSIS





OFFICE BUILDING1



OFFICE BUILDING 1
Based upon the RFP submission on April 21, 2013 the Discovery Center Master Plan the project has 
resubmitted for consideration June 27, 2013 and received TAMU Board of Regents approval on Sept 7, 
2013.  A summary of the concept design is as follows:

CONCEPT
• Interactive multi-tenant office building for TAMU and Industry Partners; 90,000 SF
• Atrium Lobby provide a common interactive environment for Discovery
• Site placement provides strong “front door” and high profile image for the Discovery Center
• Incorporate Faculty Restaurant, Bar, and Conference Facility

Interaction Leads to Innovation



OFFICE BUILDING 1Based upon the RFP submission on April 21, 2013 the Discovery Center Master Plan the project has 
resubmitted for consideration June 27, 2013 and received TAMU Board of Regents approval on Sept 7, 
2013.  A summary of the concept design is as follows:

PLANNING
• Level 1:  Front Door with Visitor Parking 

Prospective TI with Visualization Center and Data Center       * TI Confirmation 
Wed

Consideration of depressed slab for Data Cabling 
Connectivity to the Main Street Spine 
Service and Restaurant Access

• Level 2/3:  Multi-Tenant Space; Dry Lab Capability
15’ Floor-to-Floor; Open Areas with OVHD Cable Tray
Incubator Office w Access to Research Labs in Bldg 2 & 3

• Level 4   Roof Top Restaurant; Conference Center; Mechanical      *Height Limit 
Confirmation

Interaction Leads to Innovation



OFFICE BUILDING 1
Based upon the RFP submission on April 21, 2013 the Discovery Center Master Plan the project has 
resubmitted for consideration June 27, 2013 and received TAMU Board of Regents approval on Sept 7, 
2013.  A summary of the concept design is as follows:

DESIGN ISSUES
General:  
• Number of Levels; Three vs. Four Levels
• Structural System and Grid
• Core Location:  Elevator and Restrooms
• MEP System Support Space; Distribution and Closets
• IT System Support Space; Distribution and Closets
• Grounding System
• UPS Capablilities

Interaction Leads to Innovation











CORE STUDIES









Perspective View of “Mainstreet” and Research Buildings



RESEARCH BUILDING 2



RESEARCH BUILDING 2
Based upon the RFP submission on April 21, 2013 the Discovery Center Master Plan the project has 
resubmitted for consideration June 27, 2013 and received TAMU Board of Regents approval on Sept 7, 
2013.  A summary of the Initial Programming and Concept Design is as follows:

CONCEPT
• Interactive multi-tenant research building for TAMU and Industry Partners; 45,000 SF
• Lab Building under 30 years lease and required flexibility for wet and dry labs
• Master Plan Concept as a “campus building” linked to Mainstreet Pedestrain Spine
• Flexibility during design process to establish optimal footprint, configuration, height
• Plan building, where possible, on pure lab module 11’ x 33’

Interaction Leads to Innovation







Lab Planning Module
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RESEARCH BUILDING 2
Based upon the RFP submission on April 21, 2013 the Discovery Center Master Plan the project has resubmitted 
for consideration June 27, 2013 and received TAMU Board of Regents approval on Sept 7, 2013.  A summary of 
the Initial Programming and Concept Design is as follows:

INITIAL PROGRAMMING:  TAMU Tenant 1
• NANO LABORATORY (16,000 SF Net)

• 12,000 SF Clean Room; ISO 5,6 & 7 (Class 100, 1,000 % 10,000 Clean Rooms);
7,000 SF Aggie Fab & 5,000 SF Nano 

• 4,000 SF Support
• Nano Labs
• Wet Lab (Shared w MCF User 2)
• Welding Shop
• Chemical & Bottle Storage 
• Support Offices & Staff

Interaction Leads to Innovation











RESEARCH BUILDING 2

Based upon the RFP submission on April 21, 2013 the Discovery Center Master Plan the project has 
resubmitted for consideration June 27, 2013 and received TAMU Board of Regents approval on Sept 7, 
2013.  A summary of the Initial Programming and Concept Design is as follows:

INITIAL PROGRAMMING:  TAMU Tenant 1
MCF LABORATORY  (13,500 SF Net)

• 5,000 SF Clean Room; 
• Shared Wet Lab
• 7,500 SF Support

Interaction Leads to Innovation





RESEARCH BUILDING 2
Based upon the RFP submission on April 21, 2013 the Discovery Center Master Plan the project has 
resubmitted for consideration June 27, 2013 and received TAMU Board of Regents approval on Sept 7, 
2013.  A summary of the Initial Programming and Concept Design is as follows:

INITIAL PLANNING
• NANO LABORATORY (16,000 SF Net)

• Clean Room Alternative:  Conventional and MCR (Modular Clean Room)
• Tour Kalon Facility;  Walker MCR Standard 18’ x 46’
• MCR Opportunity

1. Schedule;   2.  Commissioning:   3.   User Future Clean Room Class Flexibility

Interaction Leads to Innovation





RESEARCH BUILDING 2
Based upon the RFP submission on April 21, 2013 the Discovery Center Master Plan the project has 
resubmitted for consideration June 27, 2013 and received TAMU Board of Regents approval on Sept 7, 
2013.  A summary of the Initial Programming and Concept Design is as follows:

CONCEPT DESIGN
• NANO LABORATORY (16,000 SF Net) 

• MCR or Equivalent in Single-Story High Bay Steel Structure w Mechanical Mezzanine
• Nano and MCF Labs on Two-Story Concrete Structure

• MCF LABORATORY (6,000 SF Net)
• Chem LABORATORY (10,000 SF Net) on Second Floor

Interaction Leads to Innovation









RESEARCH BUILDING 3



RESEARCH BUILDING 3
Based upon the RFP submission on April 21, 2013 the Discovery Center Master Plan the project has 
resubmitted for consideration June 27, 2013 and received TAMU Board of Regents approval on Sept 7, 
2013.  A summary of the Initial Programming and Concept Design is as follows:

CONCEPT
• Interactive multi-tenant research building for TAMU and Industry Partners; 45,000 SF
• Lab Building under 30 years lease and required flexibility for wet and dry labs
• Master Plan Concept as a “campus building” linked to Mainstreet Pedestrain Spine
• Flexibility during design process to establish optimal footprint, configuration, height
• Plan building, where possible, on pure lab module 11’ x 33’

Interaction Leads to Innovation







Perspective View of “Mainstreet” at Research Building 3



COMMONS PAVILION 4 



COMMONS PAVALION
Based upon the RFP submission on April 21, 2013 the Discovery Center Master Plan the project has 
resubmitted for consideration June 27, 2013 and received TAMU Board of Regents approval on Sept 7, 
2013.  A summary of the Initial Programming and Concept Design is as follows:

CONCEPT
• 9,500 SF Amenity Building with Café, Fitness, and Conference/ Exhibition Facilities
• Add Central Plan Mechanical (UPS, Other; no Chilled Water; ??? Hot water.

Interaction Leads to Innovation







Perspective View of Commons Pavilion
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CRITIAL PATH:  SHORT + MID-TERM

Based upon the current ground lease and lease negotiation for the Tenant Improvement the Critical 
Path issues are summarized as follows:

DEVELOPMENT

• TAMU Ground Lease Approved 09.07.2013.
• TAMU Resarch Bldg 2:  Lease Negotiations  (Occupancy Aug 2014)
• TAMU Office Building 1:  Lease Negotiations ( Occupancy Sept/Oct 2014)
• TAMU Commons Pavilion:  Completion Sept/Oct 2014. 
• Financial Design Package:  Completion Sept 30, 2013
• Project Financing in place:  November 1, 2013

Interaction Leads to Innovation
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CRITIAL PATH:  SHORT + MID-TERM
Based upon the current ground lease and lease negotiation for the Tenant Improvement the Critical 
Path issues are summarized as follows:

DESIGN
TAMU Master Plan
• Civil Engineering

• Initial Site Clearing
• Grading
• Utilities
• Water Retention

• Geotechnical (Soils Report)

Interaction Leads to Innovation



CRITIAL PATH:  SHORT + MID-TERM
Based upon the current ground lease and lease negotiation for the Tenant Improvement the Critical 
Path issues are summarized as follows:

DESIGN
TAMU Resarch Bldg 2
• Programming/ Concept Design

• Finalize Tenant Spaces
• Finalize Building Size, Configuration, and Footprint

• Schematic Design
• Fix Column Grid
• Structural
• MEP/ IT Concept
• Exterior Façade

Interaction Leads to Innovation



CRITIAL PATH:  SHORT + MID-TERM
Based upon the current ground lease and lease negotiation for the Tenant Improvement the Critical 
Path issues are summarized as follows:

DESIGN
TAMU Office Building 1:  Lease Negotiations ( Occupancy Sept/Oct 2014)
• Confirm Prospective Anchor Tenant
• Thee or Four Levels
• Schematic Design

• Coordination of Bldg Systems
• Core location and configuration
• Roof top Mech Penthouse

• Structural
• Exterior Facade

Interaction Leads to Innovation



CRITIAL PATH:  SHORT + MID-TERM
Based upon the current ground lease and lease negotiation for the Tenant Improvement the 
Critical Path issues are summarized as follows:

DESIGN
TAMU Commons Pavilion:  Completion Sept/Oct 2014. 
• Confirm Program

• Size of Café; Kitchen Type
• Fitness Center Ops
• Conferencing Facilities Capablities

• Confirm Mezz in our Out
• Planning for Central Plan
• Coordination with Landscape Water Feature and Retention

Interaction Leads to Innovation
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